RADFORD HIGH SCHOOL

	Algebra 1                                                                                                                    Mrs. Mildred Hetrick Course Policies and Grading Procedures                                                                                                         


Course Description     












Algebra is a year course designed to introduce students to topics that include the real number systems, first degree equations and inequalities in one and two variables, products and factors in polynomials, quadratic equations and graphs.  This course is the beginning of the math sequence and does not have any prerequisites.

We will be addressing the Hawaii Content Performance Standards (HCPS III) for Algebra 1 and the General Learner Outcomes throughout the year.

Note:   The HCPS III benchmarks for Algebra 1 are assessed on the Hawaii State Assessment (HSA) in Grade 10.
Course Text 














We will be covering topics in the McDougal Littell’s Algebra 1 text by Larson et al.  You will be issued a textbook through the library.  It will be your responsibility to not lose or damage the textbook.
Attendance/Tardy Policy 












You will be expected to attend class on a regular basis.  If you are absent from class, a legitimate note must be presented within two days of your return.  (Do not give absent notes to a substitute.)  An absence that is not followed up with an excusal note from a parent/guardian will be considered unexcused.  Unexcused absences will be dealt with as follows per quarter:

	unex abs
	Consequences

	1
	Teacher will counsel student.

	2
	Teacher will contact parents.

	4
	Teacher will contact parents and refer student to counselor.

	6
	Teacher will contact parents and refer student to vice principal.

	8
	Teacher will contact parents and refer student to principal.


If you have an excused absence from class, it is your responsibility to get and make up any assignment missed.  

If tardy to class, you must bring a note from the adult who detained you with the reason for your tardiness.  Otherwise, the tardy will be marked as unexcused.  No student will be allowed to take a test, listen to a speaker, etc., in another classroom without prior consent.  All such requests must be in writing from the requesting teacher.  Unexcused tardiness will be dealt with as follows per quarter:

	unex tar
	Consequences

	1
	Teacher will counsel student.

	2
	Teacher will contact parents.

	4
	Teacher will contact parents and refer student to counselor.

	6
	Teacher will contact parents and refer student to vice principal.


LOCKOUT will be enforced as outlined in your student planner.

Grading Policy













Grading scale for the Algebra 1 course:


     Quarterly grading categories:


A  =  90 – 100 %





Assignments
   
25%


B  =  80 – 89.99%





Quizzes/POWs  
35%


C  =  70 – 79.99%





Tests

   
40%


D  =  60 – 69.99%










F  =  below 60%

Assignments 














· Assignments will include class work, notes, homework, group work, and projects.  

· Homework is extended practice on the skills and ideas presented in class.  Not doing the homework assigned may interfere with your success on quizzes and tests.  

· Expect a homework assignment everyday – including weekends and holidays.  
· All homework and class work will be done in a composition book must be done in pencil.  Work done in pen will not be accepted.  It will have to be redone in pencil and then considered late.
· An assignment is due the next class period after it has been assigned and we will address any questions regarding the homework.  Homework will be checked daily.
· Homework is graded on completion and a reasonable attempt at problems, not whether or not they are done correctly.  ALL WORK MUST BE SHOWN.  (See last page for the HW rubric.)
· Incomplete assignments will not be accepted.  If an assignment is incomplete on the due date, you will have the opportunity to complete it.  However, it will be considered late.
· If an assignment is not completed, you must fill out the “No Homework Form”.

· If you have an excused absence, you will be allowed three school days to make up missed work for full credit.  After the three days, the assignment becomes late.  Once again, it is your responsibility to get and make up any assignment missed.  
· Late work will be accepted for up to five school days after the due date.  You will lose 10% of the original grade for each day the assignment is late.  No extensions will be given to the five school days, so please do not ask.  After the five days, you will receive a zero for the assignment if it is not completed.
· To receive credit for late work, you must fill out the “Late Homework Form” completely and show it and the late assignment to me.

· You will be expected to do reading assignments for homework.

Quizzes, POWs, and Tests












· Quizzes and chapter tests will always be announced.

· Quizzes will occur every 2 – 3 days.

· Problem of the weeks (POWs) will be assigned 2-3 times a quarter.  Detailed descriptions will be given when the time comes.  
· Tests will come after the completion of a chapter.

· All tests will contain multiple choice and free-response questions.

· Quarter finals will be worth twice the value of a chapter test.
Assignments, quizzes, POWs, and Tests will be listed on my website: mhetrick.weebly.com.
Other Class Expectations












You will be expected to maintain two composition books.  One will be for your assignments and the other for your class notes.  (You will use 4 composition books this year.)  You will be expected to have both composition books in class everyday.
Class notes are expected to be in Cornell Notes (CN) style.  This style contains five major sections: toolbox, standards box, study box, notes box, and summary box.  The format and how to use CN will be explained in detail.  Occasionally, open notes quizzes will be given using only notes in CN style.  (See last page for CN rubric.)
Academic Integrity













Anyone involved in dishonesty of any work, quiz, test, project, etc., will be disciplined by one or more of the following:

· Conference with the student.

· Automatic zero on the work.

· Referral to the counselor or vice principal.

· Conference with parents.

Things That Should Go Without Saying (Classroom Rules)







· Be respectful and courteous to yourself and others.  Do not distract yourself or others from learning.  Raise your hand if you have something to say.  Do not insult anyone in my classroom.

· Be responsible for your own learning and that of your group.  That means asking questions when you need to and answering questions when you can.  

· Be prepared for class with your notebook, paper, pencils, and assignments on a daily basis.  Bring your textbooks on the days you are asked to do so.

· Work together as much as possible (except when prohibited).  Form study groups, on and off campus.

· Assigned seating is non-negotiable.  If you have a vision problem or other difficulties, see me about moving closer to the front.  All bags and purses must remain on the floor during class time – not on your desk or your lap.
· Keep the room clean and leave your desk and area around it neat.  If you drop something, pick it up.  Food and drinks are not to be consumed in the classroom at anytime (except for water).  If you must doodle, do it on a sheet of paper. The desks and books are not there for your doodles. Please do not add to the nonsense already found on some of the desks.  You will be expected to clean anything that does not belong to you if you write or draw on it.

· All school rules will be fully enforced as outlined in your student planner.  Infractions of class or school rules will be dealt with quickly and swiftly as outlined in the student planner.  Remember that the class room is for learning.  Any items considered contraband by school definition, will be confiscated if seen or heard.
To Be Successful













· You must be self-motivated and disciplined to succeed in the Algebra course.   

· Do not fall behind; otherwise, you may struggle to catch up for the rest of the year.  

· Come to class regularly and complete all assignments.

· Ask questions and immediately seek help when you need it.

· STUDY.  STUDY.  STUDY.

Mrs. Hetrick’s Contact Information (for parents)









Please contact me anytime regarding your child’s progress in class.  If you give me an email address, I will email you progress reports every 1-2 weeks.

· Phone:  421-4200 ext 267

· Email:  mildred_hetrick@notes.k12.hi.us  
Homework Rubric













	Score
	Description

	10
	· Assignment is completed on time.  

· Every problem has a reasonable attempt.

· All work is shown.

	9
	· Assignment is completed one school day late.  

· Every problem has a reasonable attempt.

· All work is shown.

	8
	· Assignment is completed two school days late.  

· Every problem has a reasonable attempt.

· All work is shown.

	7
	· Assignment is completed three school days late.  

· Every problem has a reasonable attempt.

· All work is shown.

	6
	· Assignment is completed four school days late.  

· Every problem has a reasonable attempt.

· All work is shown.

	5
	· Assignment is completed five school days late.  

· Every problem has a reasonable attempt.

· All work is shown.

	0
	· Assignment is not completed.


Cornell Notes Rubric












	Score
	Description

	5
	· All five sections are complete.

· Notes are written neatly and labeled correctly.

	4
	· Only four sections are complete.

· Notes are written neatly and labeled correctly.

	3
	· Only three sections are complete.

· Notes are written neatly and labeled correctly.

	2
	· Only two sections are complete.

· Notes are written neatly and labeled correctly.

	1
	· Only one section is complete.
· Notes are written neatly and labeled correctly.

	0
	· Notes are not turned in or
· Notes are illegible. 


